
Beaufort Topic themes for 2024- 2025 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
KS1 All about me 

 
 

All the fun of 
the fair 

Fantasy and 
Adventure  

People who 
help us  

How does my 
garden grow? 

Summertime is 
here 

KS2 Its good to 
be me  
 
 
 

Big top 
Circus  

Superheroes My Important 
people and 
places 

It’s a kind of 
magic 

My healthy 
summer 

 

Rationale for Using Topic Themes at Beaufort School 

Context: Beaufort School is a special school in Birmingham catering to primary-aged pupils with communication and social diƯiculties. 
Many of our pupils have a range of learning needs and work below the expected levels for their age. For pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND), the curriculum must be carefully tailored to meet their unique cognitive, emotional, and communication 
needs. One eƯective way of structuring the curriculum to meet these needs is through the use of topic themes. These themes allow for a 
holistic, integrated approach to learning that fosters engagement, encourages meaningful connections across subjects, and supports 
the development of essential life skills. 



Why Use Topic Themes at Beaufort? 

1. Engagement and Motivation: Topic-based learning encourages pupils to immerse themselves in a specific theme or concept, 
which can increase their interest and engagement in learning. For pupils with communication and social diƯiculties, having a 
single, overarching theme helps to focus their attention and makes learning more relatable. The use of concrete, real-life themes 
(e.g., “People Who Help Us,”) can captivate pupils and help them see the relevance of what they are learning. 

2. Holistic Learning: Topic themes allow teachers to integrate diƯerent subjects into a single, cohesive unit of learning. For 
example, a theme like “My important people and places” can include activities in geography, science, art, literacy, and even 
social-emotional learning. This holistic approach provides pupils with opportunities to make connections between what they are 
learning in diƯerent areas of the curriculum, helping them to build a deeper understanding of the world around them. For SEND 
pupils, this integration also helps to make learning more meaningful and practical, as they can apply knowledge in a variety of 
contexts. 

3. Simplification of Learning: Many pupils at Beaufort School experience challenges with attention and processing, particularly in 
relation to abstract learning. By organising content around concrete themes, the learning becomes more structured and easier 
for them to digest. A theme provides a clear framework that allows for step-by-step exploration, scaƯolding learning in a way that 
makes sense to the pupils. This approach is particularly beneficial for those with communication diƯiculties, as they can focus 
on a specific set of vocabulary, concepts, and skills that build over time. 

4. Personalisation of Learning: A thematic approach provides opportunities for personalisation. Teachers can design activities and 
experiences that are tailored to individual pupil needs, interests, and abilities. For example, within a theme such as “People who 
help us,” pupils could engage in various activities ranging from a simple matching game for basic vocabulary to a more complex 
project on the roles of diƯerent community helpers. By tailoring the complexity of tasks, the topic theme ensures that all pupils 
can engage meaningfully and at their own level, promoting a sense of achievement and progress. 

5. Social Skills Development: A significant challenge for many pupils at Beaufort is the development of social and communication 
skills. Topic themes create natural opportunities for collaborative work, peer interaction, and group discussions. Themes that 
involve shared experiences, such as “Superheroes,” allow pupils to practice important social interactions in a structured way. 



These themes provide a context for role-playing, practicing communication skills, and developing an understanding of social 
norms and behaviours. 

6. Real-Life Connections: Many pupils with communication diƯiculties may struggle to make connections between what they 
learn in the classroom and the world outside. Topic themes can bridge this gap by focusing on real-life scenarios, such as 
“People Who Help Us,” “Summertime is here.” These topics relate directly to the pupils’ everyday lives, providing a context for 
them to apply what they are learning in a way that is relevant and practical. By making these connections, pupils can develop a 
better understanding of their environment and the people around them. 

7. DiƯerentiation and Inclusivity: Thematic learning allows for diƯerentiation in a way that is inclusive of all pupils, including those 
with profound learning diƯiculties. Within each topic, teachers can oƯer a range of activities that cater to diƯerent levels of 
ability, ensuring that all pupils are able to participate, learn, and feel included. This is particularly important in our school where 
pupils’ needs can vary widely. By using topic themes, teachers can provide meaningful access to the curriculum for every pupil, 
ensuring that they are not excluded based on their ability level. 

8. Language and Vocabulary Development: One of the key areas of focus for pupils with communication diƯiculties is language 
development. Topic themes provide a structured way to focus on key vocabulary, allowing pupils to practice and reinforce 
language in a focused, thematic context. Repetition of key words and phrases within a theme supports language acquisition and 
helps pupils build their vocabulary. In addition, pupils can practice communication skills through discussions, storytelling, and 
peer interactions that are directly linked to the topic theme. 

9. Building Cultural Capital and Emotional Literacy: Many topic themes are designed to expose pupils to a wide variety of cultural 
and social experiences. For instance, themes like “My important people and places” provide an opportunity for pupils to explore 
diversity, cultural diƯerences, and emotions. By engaging with these themes, pupils can develop their understanding of the world 
beyond their immediate experiences and learn to appreciate the richness of human diversity. This contributes to the 
development of emotional literacy and cultural capital. 

 



Conclusion: 

Using topic themes at Beaufort school is an eƯective approach to support the diverse learning needs of our pupils. This approach 
enhances engagement, promotes holistic and personalised learning, and fosters the development of important social, emotional, and 
communication skills. By integrating a wide range of subjects within relevant, real-life contexts, topic themes ensure that pupils are not 
only learning academic content but are also developing the necessary life skills to navigate the world around them. Thematic learning 
provides a flexible, inclusive, and meaningful framework for teaching and learning that is well-suited to the needs of the pupils at 
Beaufort School. 

 

 


